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Abstract :

This study examines the phenomenon of the sacralization of water as a
socio-cultural and ethical process by exploring the mechanisms through which
communities protect water systems regarded as sacred. It focuses on the role of
rituals, taboos, local knowledge systems, and lived experiences, as well as on the
transformations these systems undergo under modernity. Drawing on recent
scholarly literature and diverse geographical contexts, the study shows that the
sacralization of water has historically generated ethical norms that supported
resource conservation practices through customary rules enforced and monitored

collectively by communities.
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Although processes of modernization, resource commodification, and state-
led technocratic management have contributed to undermining many traditional
practices, the findings of the study highlight that adopting hybrid management
models—combining the preservation of practices linked to the sacredness of water
with the activation of formal institutional mechanisms—can strengthen
environmental values and improve the sustainability dynamics of water resources.
The study concludes that recognizing customary norms, adopting multi-level
governance approaches, and integrating traditional ecological knowledge into
public policies constitute essential foundations for activating the role of
sacralization within pathways toward environmental sustainability.

Keywords: Water sacralization — rituals — local community — multi-level

governance — local knowledge.
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