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Analytical Study of the National Union of Higher Education's (SNESup) Positions
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Abstract

This study examines the union discourse of the National Union of Higher
Education in Morocco between 2018 and 2026, within the context of legislative
and institutional transformations affecting the higher education sector, particularly
Framework Law No. 51.17, Draft Law No. 59.24, and the national reform
agenda PACTE ESRI 2030. The study aims to deconstruct the union’s
representations of these reforms and to identify the discursive strategies mobilized
to resist what it perceives as the privatization of the university and the imposition
of managerial governance models.

Methodologically, the research combines Norman Fairclough’s Critical
Discourse Analysis with Teun van Dijk’s Socio-cognitive approach, allowing for
an integrated understanding of the relationship between discourse, power, and
institutional context. The empirical corpus consists of official statements,
communiqués, and organizational documents issued by the union during the
period under study.

The findings reveal that union discourse evolved from a defensive protest
discourse into a more programmatic discourse aimed at constructing an alternative
institutional model for Moroccan higher education. This alternative is structured
around the notions of the national university, academic autonomy, university
democracy, and professional dignity. The study also shows that the union

attempted to shift the conflict from a narrow professional dispute toward a broader
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public debate concerning the social role of the university and the future of the
social state.

However, the research also highlights the structural limits of union
influence, given the imbalance of power, the accelerated reform agenda of the
state, and the efficiency of executive governance mechanisms. The study
concludes that the future eftfectiveness of academic unionism depends on its ability
to modernize its organizational and communicative tools, broaden its social
alliances, and formulate viable reform alternatives.

Keywords: Union discourse; National Union of Higher Education;

Critical Discourse Analysis; Academic autonomy; Moroccan university;

Privatization; PACTE ESRI 2030.
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