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The International Court of Justice Advisory Opinion on Climate Change:
Towards Establishing International Responsibility for Environmental Damage
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Abstract:

This study explores the historic 2025 Advisory Opinion of the International
Court of Justice (ICJ]) on climate change, characterizing it as a paradigmatic shift
transitioning international environmental law from "soft power" to 'strict legal
liability." The paper traces the initiative's formative context from Vanuatu to the

UN;, analyzing the legal reasoning that anchors climate protection in human rights
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and reinterprets "due diligence" as an obligation of result rather than mere
conduct. Furthermore, it discusses the institutionalization of the "polluter pays"
principle and the establishment of international state responsibility. By weighing
the opinion's "normative authority" against geopolitical constraints, the study
concludes by advocating for the prioritization of the preventive "precautionary
principle" over post-factum compensation logic in the face of irreversible
existential losses.

Keywords: 2025 Advisory Opinion - International Court of Justice (ICJ) -
International Responsibility - Climate Justice - Due Diligence - Polluter Pays
Principle - International Environmental Law - Climate Diplomacy - Human

Rights - Precautionary Principle.
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' Joanna Foster, "The Planetary Guardians: How Pacific Students Fought for Climate Justice," Yale

Environment 360, August 15, 2023, https://e360.yale.edu/teatures/vanuatu-climate—justice-icj. See also

the official website: Pacific Island Students Fighting Climate Change (PISFCC), https://www.pistcc.org.
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