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Abstract:

This study seeks to investigate the structural shifts that have redefined the
concept of identity within contemporary urban spaces. It transcends reductive
spatial and architectural interpretations of the city in favor of a sociological
approach that conceives the urban environment as a laboratory for the production
of both hyper-individualism and profound alienation. The central problematic
posits that while the city serves to liberate the individual from traditional
constraints, it simultaneously produces "fragile subjects" suftfering from the fluidity
of social ties and the erosion of collective safety nets. This precariousness drives
individuals toward consumption patterns that do not merely serve utilitarian
needs, but rather function as a symbolic stratagem for identity restoration.

To establish a robust theoretical framework, this research draws upon
postmodern sociological discourses. It incorporates Zygmunt Bauman’s concepts
of "liquidity" and the "individualization of moral responsibility," alongside Jean
Baudrillard’s analysis of the "system of signs," which transforms commodities into a
language of social distinction. Furthermore, the study employs Gilles Lipovetsky’s
theses on the "Era of Emptiness' and narcissism as a defensive mechanism,
ultimately reaching Sharon Zukin’s critique of the commodification of urban
space and the restructuring of "place" to serve capital accumulation at the expense
of citizenship and belonging.

The study concludes that individuals in modern cities inhabit a profound
paradox: they exist within dense social topographies yet experience an
overwhelming sense of ontological estrangement. As identity becomes
increasingly fragmented, consumption emerges as the primary recurring
mechanism for its periodic reconstruction. Consequently, the individual

withdraws from the public sphere and its collective concerns, gravitating instead
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toward the logic of immediate gratification and hedonic fulfillment—a trajectory
that inevitably leads to a cycle of perpetual dissatisfaction.
Keywords: Contemporary Cities, Identity, Consumption, Individualism,

Alienation.
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' Sharon Zukin, Urban Lifestyles: Diversity and Standardisation in Spaces of Consumption,Urban
Studies,Vol. 35, Nos 5-6, 1998, p:827.
* Ibid. p:826
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