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Abstract

This article examines Joseph Beuys’s practice as a radical reconfiguration of
the relationship between art, politics, and law. Moving beyond a purely aesthetic
understanding of artistic production, Beuys conceives art as a foundational human
capacity—what he calls a “science of freedom”—capable of shaping social,
political, and legal realities. Central to this vision is the concept of Social
Sculpture, grounded in the assertion that “every human being is an artist,”
whereby creativity is not limited to artworks but extends to thought, speech,
education, and political action.

The article argues that Social Sculpture establishes a philosophical
anthropology in which the modern society appears as a “sick social organism”
requiring transformation through collective creative action. Waithin this
framework, dialogue, participation, and pedagogy become sculptural materials,
and art emerges as an ongoing process rather than a finished object. This expanded
notion of art brings Beuys into direct tension with traditional legal frameworks—
particularly those governing artistic freedom—>by blurring the boundaries between
artistic expression, political engagement, and civil responsibility.

Through an analysis of Beuys’s institutional conflicts and political initiatives,
the article shows that his project does not reject law but seeks to reimagine it as a
living, formative process shaped by ethical responsibility and participatory
legitimacy. Ultimately, Beuys’s Social Sculpture proposes an alternative model of
freedom in which artistic autonomy entails an expanded moral and social

obligation, redefining democracy itself as a collective creative practice.
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' Joseph Beuys, What Is Art? Conversation with Joseph Beuys, Edited with Essays by Volker Harlan,
Translated by Matthew Barton and Shelley Sacks (Forest Row: Clairview, 2012), PP. 26-28.

> Mark C. Taylor, Refiguring the Spiritual- Beuys, Barney, Turrell — Joseph Beuys, Religion, Culture,
and Public Life New York, Columbia University Press, 2012), PP. 34, 37.
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' Lucrezia De Domizio Durini, The Felt Hat: Joseph Beuys — A Life Told (Pescara: Edizioni Carte
Segrete, 1992), P. 101.
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' Joseph Beuys, Whar Is Art? Conversation with Joseph Beuys, Edited with Essays by Volker Harlan,
Translated by Matthew Barton and Shelley Sacks (Forest Row: Clairview, 2012), PP. 4244,
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' Chris Thompson, Felt, Fluxus, Joseph Beuys, and the Dalai Lama (Minneapolis, University of
Minnesota Press, 2011) , P. 89.

636



g o

e "
LobaidYlg 40 A olulydl) o piall dxadl ,,§ v ”’*%, 2026 ()b €25 ddall (2 Wzl
ISSN(P) : 1142-2489 REMEJE ISSN(E) : 3085-4555
V2, Numéro 25, MARS 2026 Revue Marocaine des Eudes Juridiques et Economiques

agally S iy o1 gy cond

sl 2 bilaslsenan) Yiso Flad Al UL s L ) caiends Clo 3 s G ol
«(Thinking = Sculpture) . s Sl 3T O alex Ob il 2l 3 Wiy 3o 13 Lo s G Ladas
JSes adee s 8 O (i sp U (Speaking = Sculpture) cd s (SIS 3> ks izl
BT g o) (Bl o) ddl) ol V1 ) QWL L pladly aUSU) e w59 S e 3l (Sculpture)
! i bise S ol b o L) (ln e e ) Sb (U 2y alSed ollea)) 0dd Slaa &

(Action) el pseis g 1> sy ¢ oo nb Jtu ol o Chjor 3l 0 )l (LSE LS
Vs e b Jigs W @ LYl el 3 LY gy el LR a3 G ) coi)T e e
oo el O 1) x2S (Arendt, The Human Condition, 1958) 53 o Sl Jelad
aplazr] Sl Sl iy K28y ardl Loy GSH 3t e Rt U] el ez ULS
oA G akedd) pagde mo i e 3T oSG el iy LAY oy (3 T el B B sl cnsale s
1 gy (Formative) JSes bles wld xSl O g cod ga 8l 0L Jodll OB n. (Process Art)
J0) o g OF (W iz el s ny L olanlly QIS e 1) B0 Lt e e ol s e S
S a3 p el SR Al Ll S8 L B 3 S dslanrly LGl abgis () )
opsha (3 Aol aSiLally ¢ ela VI Wl L85 o2 Yy Sl 4 e 8yl ! ¢(Directing Thought)
(Flomrl o Slles) Ly Bles Gl bt Loy Letesd nnsSS (0bgmall) 2l 22l JlasY) 36 cales
S5 Sy

Al color) 898 L) alygfy (sl 1 39ld

A st SE Uy e ] sl e 53 SR 35 s g i 81 g el
Loyl 3] (F ag Al e b L) Jes G tLhss fadll e Ay g shite ad L eld) Jadlly (el
R Mz (F ey e de Y @) 3l db ahoy ) e T O g LYl Bsadly cosliadly caasl ~Slo|
Aadl e e Aab Bl e il L ol @ ocded BT Y] (ST GoslasYl Lkl 25 sl
oo Vs OF (SO 5l OF o Woash (U (3 sl Bleed) 224 25lad) o] (S0 dhes ¢ Y

gé}\ QLAS\ dﬁ.’i\ J}:;Q;\v\c& caallal Z\g};\ﬁ— jl.:.& LA e By Wlas Wﬁ —‘;,115\ od>9 ‘UASU cjgﬁ\

' Joseph Beuys, Whar Is Art? Conversation with Joseph Beuys, Edited with Essays by Volker Harlan,
Translated by Matthew Barton and Shelley Sacks (Forest Row: Clairview, 2012), PP. 26-28.
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' Lucrezia De Domizio Durini, The Felt Hat: Joseph Beuys — A Life Told (Pescara: Edizioni Carte

Segrete, 1992), P. 13.
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' Joseph Beuys, What Is Art? Conversation with Joseph Beuys, Edited with Essays by Volker Harlan,
Translated by Matthew Barton and Shelley Sacks (Forest Row: Clairview, 2012), PP. 115-116.

* Lucrezia De Domizio Durini, The Felt Hat: Joseph Beuys — A Life Told (Pescara: Edizioni Carte
Segrete, 1992), PP. 41-43
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' Joseph Beuys, What Is Art? Conversation with Joseph Beuys, Edited with Essays by Volker Harlan,
Translated by Matthew Barton and Shelley Sacks (Forest Row: Clairview, 2012), P. 12.
' Lucrezia De Domizio Durini, The Felt Hat: Joseph Beuys — A Life Told (Pescara: Edizioni Carte
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"Ibid., PP. 166-167.

* Joseph Beuys, What Is Art? Conversation with Joseph Beuys, Edited with Essays by Volker Harlan,
Translated by Matthew Barton and Shelley Sacks (Forest Row: Clairview, 2012), P. 11.

’ Lucrezia De Domizio Durini, The Felt Hat: Joseph Beuys — A Life Told (Pescara: Edizioni Carte
Segrete, 1992), PP. 152, 153.
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' Mark C. Taylor, Refiguring the Spiritual: Beuys, Barney, Turrell — Joseph Beuys, Religion, Culture,
and Public Life (New York, Columbia University Press, 2012), P. 19.

* Joseph Beuys, What Is Art? Conversation with Joseph Beuys, Edited with Essays by Volker Harlan,
Translated by Matthew Barton and Shelley Sacks (Forest Row: Clairview, 2012), P. 1.
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' Joseph Beuys, What Is Art? Conversation with Joseph Beuys, Edited with Essays by Volker Harlan,
Translated by Matthew Barton and Shelley Sacks (Forest Row: Clairview, 2012), PP. 51-52.
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' Lucrezia De Domizio Durini, The Felt Hat: Joseph Beuys — A Life Told (Pescara: Edizioni Carte
Segrete, 1992), PP. 90, 91, 92.
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