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Abstract :

This study examines the procedural safeguards designed to protect juvenile

offenders under Moroccan law, in light of the recent developments introduced by
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the Code of Criminal Procedure No. 03.23, which has strengthened children’s
rights throughout the various stages of criminal proceedings. The article
emphasizes the importance of establishing a specialized juvenile justice system that
takes into account the specific needs of minors and prioritizes rehabilitation rather
than punishment, while ensuring the presence of a lawyer, the confidentiality of
hearings, and the conduct of social investigations.

The study also explores the roles of the judicial police, the public
prosecution, and the juvenile judge in protecting the rights of minors and ensuring
justice. Despite these legislative advancements, the study reveals practical
challenges related to limited resources and shortcomings in implementation. It
therefore recommends strengthening training, improving equipment and
infrastructure, and developing restorative justice mechanisms.

The study concludes that achieving a balance between the protection of
juveniles and the public interest remains dependent on the eftective
implementation of these safeguards in practice.

Keywords: Juvenile offender; procedural safeguards; Code of Criminal

Procedure; juvenile judge; restorative justice; social inquiry; children’s rights.
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