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This article examines and analyzes the reforms introduced by the Moroccan
Public Procurement Decree No. 2.22.431 of 2023, specifically focusing on the
purchase order (Bon de Commande) procedure as a simplified mechanism for
acquiring works, services, and supplies of limited value. The study is predicated on
the hypothesis that while the legislator sought to strike a balance between
procedural simplification and the principles of transparency, competition, and the
protection of public funds, practical implementation has revealed several structural
imbalances that have hindered the effectiveness of this mechanism.

On a legal level, the article highlights that Article 91 of the new decree
raised the purchase order threshold to 500,000 MAD and imposed a set of new
regulatory constraints. These include the mandatory ex-ante publication of
procurement notices on the National Public Procurement Portal for a minimum
of 48 hours and the institutionalization of prior competition as a general rule.
Furthermore, the study addresses Ministerial Decision No. 1692.23 regarding the
digitalization of procedures, which aimed to provide a framework for the
electronic implementation of this process. Nevertheless, the research identifies
several persistent practical and legal challenges.

The article further explores the operational consequences of these
imbalances, noting that their accumulation has led some administrations to eschew
purchase orders in favor of simplified invitations to tender. Conversely, many
enterprises have shown a reluctance to participate due to ambiguous conditions
and the perceived risks associated with the procedure.

In contrast, the article underscores the expanding role of the National
Commission for Public Procurement (CNCP) in harmonizing administrative
practices through its interpretative and preventive opinions, particularly in areas

characterized by legislative ambiguity or regulatory lacunae.
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The study concludes that the success of the purchase order reform is not
solely dependent on the quality of legal texts. Rather, it necessitates the adaptation
of digital tools, the completion of the regulatory framework, and the adoption of
periodic impact assessments to ensure efficiency, transparency, and the integrity of

public expenditure.

Keywords: Public Procurement, Decree 2.22.431, Purchase Orders,

Digitalization.
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