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Abstract

This study examines a methodological paradox characterizing the
Mauritanian judicial system: at the level of judicial organization it adopts the
principle of unity of the judiciary, submitting all disputes to a single judicial
apparatus crowned by the Supreme Court, without establishing an independent
administrative jurisdiction along the lines of the dual model; yet at the level of the
substantive rule it embraces a duality of law that distinguishes the rules of
administrative law from those of private law. Through a descriptive, analytical and
comparative approach, the study describes this combination and analyzes its
implications, proceeding from the premise that unity of the apparatus does not

necessarily entail unity of the applicable law, and that the single Mauritanian judge
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is called upon to apply two distinct normative regimes according to the nature of
the dispute before him.

Keywords: Mauritanian judicial system; unity of the judiciary; duality of
law; administrative law; private law; administrative chamber; Supreme Court;

prerogatives of public power.
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