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Abstract:

Context: Artificial Intelligence (AI) has emerged as a critical strategic
resource, redefining the balance of power in the 21st century at the center of an
intense technological rivalry between the United States and China.

Problem Statement: This study examines the extent to which the frantic
race for Al supremacy, crystallized by the fundamental opposition between the
American (GAFAMI) and Chinese (BHATX) models, is fragmenting global
governance; furthermore, this dynamic imposes a growing technological
dependency on both intermediate powers and nations of the Global South,
thereby posing a significant challenge to their digital sovereignty.

Methodology: This article adopts a geopolitical and legal approach,
analyzing the shift from Westphalian boundaries toward a "cyber-Westphalian"
order. It assesses power dynamics through the study of antagonistic governance
models and the impact of digital infrastructure on state sovereignty.

Results and discussion: The study demonstrates a "reterritorialization" of
cyberspace where states impose normative boundaries, leading to a balkanization
of the digital world. This competition, defined by the dominance of tech giants,
fosters a "cyber-colonization" of intermediate powers and the African continent.
Consequently, this structural dependency severely restricts the autonomy of
technologically disadvantaged nations. Therefore, it is imperative for these states
to build endogenous digital sovereignty through pan-African regulatory
frameworks, in order to transform Al into a genuine lever for sustainable
development rather than an instrument of political subordination.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Geopolitics, Digital Sovereignty, Cyber-

colonization, Sino-American rivalry, Global governance.
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