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Abstract

This article examines the geopolitical importance of the Strait of Hormuz as
one of the most sensitive maritime chokepoints in the contemporary international
system, owing to its pivotal role in securing global energy flows and connecting
Asian and European markets. It focuses on analyzing the nature of the strategic
competition among the United States of America, the People's Republic of

China, and the Russian Federation within this vital maritime space by examining

' "Ce travail est soutenu par le CNRST dans le cadre du Programme « PhD-Associate Scholarship —
PASS ».
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the military, economic, and political stakes that shape the behavior of these major
powers. The article also highlights how maritime geography has evolved from
being merely a network of commercial routes into an instrument for projecting
power and reshaping the balance of the international system. It concludes that the
competition over the Strait of Hormuz reflects not only a struggle over energy
resources and strategic sea lanes but also the transition of the international system
from a unipolar order to an increasingly multipolar dynamic characterized by
growing interdependence and strategic rivalry among the major powers.
Keywords: Strait of Hormuz, geopolitics, international competition,

maritime security, maritime chokepoints, multipolarity.
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' _ Alfred Thayer Mahan, The Influence of Sea Power upon History, 1660—1783, (Boston: Little,
Brown and Company, 1890). pp. 25-30.
* _ Zbigniew Brzezinski, The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy and Its Geostrategic Imperatives,
(New York: Basic Books, 1997), p. 38.
’ _ Rimouche Sofiane, "The Strait of Hormuz: A Study in Geopolitical Rivalry and International Law,"
Legal and Political Research 11, no. 1 (June 2026),p.496.
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' _ Sigit & Alexander Texas Meresin, "China's Geopolitical Strategy in the Strait of Hormuz', Chinese
Journal of International Review, Vol. 2, No. 2, December 2020, p. 4.
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' _ Barak Ravid, « Iran Closing Strait of Hormuz over Israeli Attacks on Lebanon », Axios, 20 juin 2026,

consulted in 23 juin 2026, https://www.axios.com/2026/06/20/iran-strait-hormuz-closed-israel-lebanon
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> - 'The Strait of Hormuz, Shipping, and Law," Chatham House, April 16, 2026.
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/04/strait-hormuz-shipping-and-law

? _ "The Next Strait of Hormuz Crisis Could Be Even Worse," Chatham House, June 19, 2026, accessed

June 24, 2026, https://www.chathamhouse.org/2026/06/next-strait-hormuz-crisis-could-be-even-

WOorse .
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