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Abstract:

The international system is undergoing structural and ideological shifts, and
traditional geopolitical approaches, such as liberalism and realism, fail to fully
explain the behavior of rising powers like China and Russia toward the liberal
international order. This study adopts a comparative qualitative methodology,
using the geopolitics of humiliation as an analytical lens and drawing on the
discourse of victimhood and its transformation into a legitimacy tool. It posits that
historical humiliation is not merely a matter of historical memory but a strategic
driver of foreign policy, with a focus on China and Russia. Through comparative
analysis, it identifies common dimensions of the two states’ policies of resistance to
Western hegemony. It highlights that emotions such as humiliation and indignity
can serve as geopolitical drivers for states.

Keywords: humiliation, revisionism, geopolitics, China, Russia.
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