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Abstract:

This article examines the legal safeguards governing Adou/ notarial
instruments within the Moroccan legal system, with particular emphasis on the

authority responsible for drawing up such instruments and the formal and
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substantive requirements prescribed by Moroccan legislation. The significance of
this subject lies in the essential role of the Adou/ Notary System in protecting the
rights and interests of contracting parties and litigants, safeguarding honour,
property, and lineage, and contributing to the administration of justice. In
particular, Adou/ notarial instruments provide reliable documentary evidence in
judicial proceedings, thereby reinforcing legal certainty and the protection of
individual rights. The eftective fulfilment of these functions, however, depends on
compliance with specific legal requirements designed to ensure the formal and
substantive validity of such instruments. Against this background, the article
examines recent legislative developments in Morocco aimed at strengthening the
legal safeguards applicable to Adoul notarial instruments and consolidating their
role as a fundamental pillar of contractual security. The article further explores the
historical and jurisprudential foundations of the Adou/ Notary System within the
Islamic legal tradition, highlighting the particular attention it has received from
Muslim jurists, especially those of Morocco and A/l Andalus. Historically, the
Adoul notarial profession has enjoyed considerable prestige, having been practised
by distinguished scholars, jurists, judges, and muféis, reflecting its longstanding
significance in Islamic jurisprudence and the administration of justice.

Keywords: Adoul Notary System; Contractual Security; Adoul Notarial

Instruments; Adoul Notary, Notarization Judge.
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